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Berner, A. (2024). Educational Pluralism and Democracy: How to Handle Indoctrination, 
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MA. Book trailer, here.  

Berner, A. (2023). “Government Funding for Religious Schools.” The Bloomsbury Handbook 
of Schools and Religion. Eds. Jo Fraser-Pearce and James W. Fraser. London: Bloomsbury 
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pubblica e pluralism in America. Trans. Francesco Magni. Roma: Edizioni Studium. 
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 Britain: Post 1945 Perspectives (pp. 222-232). London: SCM. 
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Unfinished Learning in the Wake of Covid-19.” Report from the Thomas B. Fordham 
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https://doi.org/10.1177/00027162231179
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https://fordhaminstitute.org/national/research/acceleration-imperative-plan-address-elementary-students-unfinished-learning-wake
https://fordhaminstitute.org/national/research/acceleration-imperative-plan-address-elementary-students-unfinished-learning-wake
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Berner, A. (July 2019). The Case for Educational Pluralism in the U.S. The Manhattan 
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2019). 
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http://edpolicy.education.jhu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/RFP.pdf
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http://edpolicy.education.jhu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/PluralismBrief-Jan2018.pdf
http://edpolicy.education.jhu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Inspectorate2.pdf
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Berner A. (April 2017). Expanding Access to Non-Public Schools: A Research and Policy 
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“Fact Sheet on Education Savings Accounts.” Research memo prepared for Chiefs for Change 
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“Curriculum Analysis: Middle School ELA.” Analysis prepared for the Louisiana Department 
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Berner, A., with D. Steiner, A. Bjorklund-Young, J. Reilly, S. Ross, G. Morrison, C. Lake, A. 
Reid. (February 2017). Do Curricular Choices Matter? A Working Paper for the Knowledge 
Matters Campaign, a project of StandardsWork, Inc. 
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Systems are Improving Student Achievement. The Alliance for Excellent Education.  

“School Choice Mechanisms.” Research memo prepared for Chiefs for Change (December 
2016). 

“Educational Vouchers.” Research memo prepared for Chiefs for Change (December 2016).  

“OECD Test for Schools.” Research memo prepared for America Achieves (December 2016). 
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Instructional Reforms. Johns Hopkins Institute for Education Policy.  

Berner, A. (July 2016). Public Funding for Private Schools: Recent Research and Larger Policy 
Implications. Johns Hopkins Institute for Education Policy.  

“Youth Agency.” Research memo prepared for Chiefs for Change (June 2016). 

“Assessments that Support Strong Academic Achievement.” Research memo prepared for 
Chiefs for Change (May 2016). 

“Preparing Teachers for English Language Learners.” Research memo prepared for the 
Schusterman Family Foundation (May 2016). 
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Door to Capitol Hill. In Robert Maranto (Ed.), (2nd ed., vol. 2016). New York: Taylor and 
Francis: Journal of School Choice: International Research and Reform. 

Berner, A. (2015). Review of The Spiritual Child: The New Science on Parenting for Health 
and Lifelong Thriving In Robert Maranto (Ed.), (2nd ed., vol. 2015). New York: Taylor and 
Francis: Journal of School Choice: International Research and Reform. 

Berner, A. (2013). Persuasion in Education. Comment. 

Berner, A. (2012). The Case for Educational Pluralism. First Things. 

Berner, A. (2012). In Mark Movsesian (Ed.), Education and Belief. New York, NY: Center for 
Law and Religion, St. John's University School of Law. 

Berner, A. (2011). Making Space for Civilization: Educational Pluralism. Comment. 

Berner, A. (2011). Review of Charles L. Glenn's Contrasting Models of State and School: A 
Comparative Historical Study of Parental Choice and State Control (3rd ed., vol. 13). 
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Berner, A. (2010). English Education and the Church. University of York: Christianity and 
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http://edpolicy.education.jhu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/SchoolChoicemastheadFINAL.pdf
http://edpolicy.education.jhu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/SchoolChoicemastheadFINAL.pdf
https://all4ed.org/reports-factsheets/oecd-test-for-schools/
https://all4ed.org/reports-factsheets/oecd-test-for-schools/
http://edpolicy.education.jhu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/PromiseofCurriculummastheadFINAL.pdf
http://edpolicy.education.jhu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/PromiseofCurriculummastheadFINAL.pdf
http://edpolicy.education.jhu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/PublicfundingmastheadFINAL.pdf
http://edpolicy.education.jhu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/PublicfundingmastheadFINAL.pdf
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POPULAR PRESS (Op Eds, Essays) 

 
“More Choices, Less Polarization: How Other Countries are Making School Work.” The 

74Million. (September 19, 2024). Reposted as “Three Ways to Increase Choice and Decrease 
Polarization,” at the Thomas B. Fordham Institute’s Flypaper. (September 23, 2024). 

“Why ‘School Choice’ Is a Strange Word: Educational Pluralism and International Norms.” 
Canopy Forum on the Interactions of Law & Religion, a Journal from the Center for the 
Study of Law & Religion at Emory Law School. (June 14, 2024).  

“A Democratic Education Revisited.” American Habits. (June 10, 2024). 

“Conservatives aren’t the only ones calling for school choice.” The Hill. (May 10, 2024). 

“Pull These Two Levers to Fix K-12 Education.” Discourse Magazine. (April 30, 2024). 

“Why School Culture Matters.” Distinct by Design, a Journal by Magnet Schools of America. 
(April 2024). 

“What Knowledge Do Citizens Need?” The American Conservative. (November 9, 2023). 

“Latino representation in U.S. history textbooks falls short,” with Viviana Lopez-Green. The 
Brookings Institution. (June 16, 2023). 

“Time to Refocus on Civics, for the Good of the Country – and Student Literacy” The 74 Million. 
(November 1, 2022).  

“Op Ed: What if we Replaced Public School District with Less Rigid Systems?” The Los Angeles 
Times. (June 15, 2022).  

“Introducing Pluralism to Public Education.” American Compass. A Symposium on Retooling 
American Education. (June 1, 2022).  

“Ashley Berner: Not all schools are the same. Think pluralism.” Johns Hopkins School of 
Education. (April 22,2022). 

“Educating Future Citizens.” The Johns Hopkins Hub. Special Coverage: Democracy in Peril. 
(January 6, 2022). 

"Make Good (School) Choices". American Compass. A Four-part Dialogue with Andy Smarick. 
(December 14 - 15, 2021).  

"What American schools can learn from other countries about civic disagreement." The 
Conversation. (November 4, 2021).  

"Op-Ed: Leave the culture wars out of coursework. Don’t gerrymander curriculum." The 
Chicago Tribune. (August 9, 2021). On our website, here. 

“In defence of Alberta's proposed elementary school curriculum.”  CBC.CA. (April 16, 2021). 

“How to instill positive school culture.” Thomas B. Fordham Institute’s Flypaper. (April 1, 
2021). [helped write the introduction] 

“An Informed Citizenry.” Johns Hopkins University Hub. (October 30, 2020). 

“Partisanship and American Education.” Thomas B. Fordham Institute’s Flypaper. (October 
15, 2020). 

https://fordhaminstitute.org/national/commentary/3-ways-increase-choice-and-decrease-polarization-us-schools
https://fordhaminstitute.org/national/commentary/3-ways-increase-choice-and-decrease-polarization-us-schools
https://canopyforum.org/2024/06/14/educational-pluralism-and-democracy-how-to-handle-indoctrination-promote-exposure-and-rebuild-americas-schools/
https://americanhabits.org/a-democratic-education-revisited/
https://thehill.com/opinion/education/4655884-conservatives-arent-the-only-ones-calling-for-school-choice/
https://www.discoursemagazine.com/p/pull-these-two-levers-to-fix-k-12
https://magnet.edu/why-school-culture-matters
https://www.theamericanconservative.com/what-knowledge-do-citizens-need/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/brown-center-chalkboard/2023/06/16/latino-representation-in-u-s-history-textbooks-falls-short/
https://www.the74million.org/article/time-to-refocus-on-civics-for-the-good-of-the-country-and-student-literacy/
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2022-06-15/education-pluralism-public-private-schools-diversity
https://americancompass.org/essays/introducing-pluralism-to-public-schooling/
https://education.jhu.edu/2022/04/ashley-berner-not-all-schools-are-the-same-think-pluralism/
https://hub.jhu.edu/2022/01/04/democracy-in-peril/
https://americancompass.org/discussions/between-the-common-school-and-the-market/
https://theconversation.com/what-american-schools-can-learn-from-other-countries-about-civic-disagreement-169332
https://www.chicagotribune.com/opinion/commentary/ct-opinion-curriculum-race-politics-social-studies-20210809-j4r54yenvzbw5pu3rsfa6tz4rq-story.html
https://edpolicy.education.jhu.edu/op-ed-for-the-chicago-tribune-by-ashley-berner-leave-the-culture-wars-out-of-coursework-dont-gerrymander-curriculum/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/road-ahead-alberta-draft-curriculum-defence-ashley-berner-1.5988835
https://fordhaminstitute.org/national/commentary/how-instill-positive-school-culture
https://hub.jhu.edu/2020/10/30/democracy-project-ashley-rogers-berner/
https://fordhaminstitute.org/national/commentary/partisanship-and-american-education
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Schools.” redefinED. (May 14, 2020). 

In a polarized America, what can we do about civil disagreement? Brown Center Chalkboard, 
The Brookings Institute, Washington, D.C. (April 2020). 

“Why Curriculum Matters for Parents and Guardians.” redefinED. (May 5, 2020). 

“In a Polarized America, What can we do about Civil Tolerance?” The Brookings Institution. 
(April 10, 2020). 

“Why Curriculum Matters for Private Schools.” redefinED. (April 28, 2020). 

“Why Curriculum Matters for State Leaders.” redefinED. (April 21, 2020). 

“Why Curriculum Matters: Research and Policy.” redefinED. (April 14, 2020). 

 “Many Countries Support School Choice for Families. The U.S. Used to, Too. 3 Ways to Get 
Back to That Democratic Approach.” The 74Million. (August 12, 2019). 

"Why we should examine what 'public' means in US schooling." The Hill. (July 11, 2019).  

“Why Alberta is a Model for Education Reform.” Thomas B. Fordham Institute’s Flypaper. 
(June 26, 2019). 

“Quality Schools: Managing School Closings to Optimize Student Outcomes.” Baltimore 
Educational Research Consortium. (April 2019). 

“Curriculum and Education Policy.” CenterPoint Education Solutions blog. (August 1, 2018); 
reposted on the Thomas B. Fordham Institute’s Flypaper (August 2, 2018). 

“Education for the Common Good.” EdNext (November 30, 2017). 

“Could American Educators and Students Benefit from School Inspections?” The 74 Million 
(October 3, 2017). 

“Psychological Harm and School Choice.” Thomas B. Fordham Institute (August 15, 2017). 

“To Improve Education in America, Look Beyond the Traditional School Model.” Brookings 
Institution, Brown Center Chalkboard (May 8, 2017). 

“How School Culture Drives Civic Knowledge and Shapes the Next Generation of Citizens.” The 
74 Million (April 18, 2017). 

“America’s Muslim Schools and the Common Good.” The 74 Million (January 23, 2017). 

“How Rethinking Classroom Instruction May have Boosted Student Achievement in 
Louisiana,” The 74 Million (January 4, 2017). 

“Re-Imagining the School Choice Debates,” The 74 Million (December 15, 2016). 

“The Case for Educational Pluralism,” First Things (December 2012). 

 

INTERVIEWS, PODCASTS, REVIEWS, AND MEDIA MENTIONS

 
Stewart, Chris. “Learning about Educational Pluralism, Indoctrination, and the Future of our 

Schools with Ashley Berner.” Always Learning Podcast. (September 6, 2024). 
Mitchell, Shaka. “A Democracy, if you can Teach It.” Philanthropy Daily, a Journal of the 

Center for Civil Society. (September 5, 2024). 
Mitchell, Shaka and Caitlin Sienkiewicz. “Episode 1: Educational Pluralism and Democracy, 

with Dr. Ashley Berner.” Quality Matters Podcast. (September 5, 2024). 

Domanico, Ray. “A Reformation in Public Education: School Choice in Theory and Practice.” 
Manhattan Institute: Issue Brief. (August 22, 2024). 

https://www.redefinedonline.org/2020/05/new-national-report-provides-recommendations-for-re-opening-brick-and-mortar-schools/
https://www.redefinedonline.org/2020/05/new-national-report-provides-recommendations-for-re-opening-brick-and-mortar-schools/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/brown-center-chalkboard/2020/04/10/in-a-polarized-america-what-can-we-do-about-civil-disagreement/
https://www.redefinedonline.org/2020/05/why-curriculum-matters-for-parents-and-guardians/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/brown-center-chalkboard/2020/04/10/in-a-polarized-america-what-can-we-do-about-civil-disagreement/
https://www.redefinedonline.org/2020/04/why-curriculum-matters-for-private-schools/
https://www.redefinedonline.org/2020/04/why-curriculum-matters-for-state-leaders/
https://www.redefinedonline.org/2020/04/why-curriculum-matters-research-and-policy/
https://www.the74million.org/article/berner-many-countries-support-school-choice-for-families-the-u-s-used-to-too-3-ways-to-get-back-to-that-democratic-approach/
https://www.the74million.org/article/berner-many-countries-support-school-choice-for-families-the-u-s-used-to-too-3-ways-to-get-back-to-that-democratic-approach/
https://thehill.com/opinion/education/452433-why-we-should-examine-what-public-means-in-us-schooling
https://fordhaminstitute.org/national/commentary/why-alberta-model-education-reform
https://baltimore-berc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/QualityandSchoolClosingsApril2019.pdf
https://centerpointeducation.org/guest-post/curriculum-and-education-policy
https://edexcellence.net/articles/curriculum-and-education-policy
http://educationnext.org/education-for-the-common-good/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+EducationNext+%28Education+Next%29
https://www.the74million.org/article/could-american-students-and-educators-benefit-from-the-kinds-of-school-inspections-common-across-europe/
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Invited expert, “Homeschooling and Human Rights: What is at Stake?” Virtual, closed-

workshop session. UNESCO’s Initiative on the Evolving Right to Education. Paris. 
(September 20, 2024). 

Guest lecturer, “Educational Pluralism and Democracy.” Next Generation Leaders, an initiative 
of Cardus. Virtual. (September 18, 2024). 

Panelist, “Civics Education in the States: What’s Working, and What’s Not?” State Policy 
Network Annual Conference. Phoenix, Arizona. (August 20, 2024). 

Fireside Chat with Ian Rowe. “What do Belgium, Alberta, and South Africa have that we don’t 
have? Pluralism, viewpoint diversity, and academic rigor around the world.” National 
Alliance for Public Charter Schools’ National Summit. Boston, MA. (July 1, 2024.). 

Guest speaker, “Educational Pluralism and Democracy.” OIDEL: Summer University on 
Human Rights, Education and Sustainability. Geneva, Switzerland. (June 18-21, 2024).  

Panelist, “Privatization: How emerging issues and new privatization practices impact 
inequalities.” UNESCO: Geneva Human Rights Dialogue on the Right to Education. 
Geneva, Switzerland. (June 18-19, 2024). 

Moderator, “A Conversation with Farida Shaheed on the Right to Education.” Johns Hopkins 
University Bloomberg Center. Washington, D.C. (May 10, 2024).  

Keynote speaker, “High-Quality Curriculum and Catholic Schools.” Catholic Schools 
Philanthropy Working Group. Philadelphia, PA. (May 8, 2024).  

Panelist, “Active versus Activist Citizenship.” National Civics Learning Week. Ronald Reagan 
Presidential Foundation and Institute. Washington, D.C. (March 13, 2024). Video, here. 

Keynote speaker, “Educational Innovation.” Montana Education Interim Committee. Montana 
State Legislature. Helena, MT. (March 12, 2024).  

https://edexcellence.net/articles/public-schools-dont-have-a-monopoly-on-creating-good-citizens
http://educationnext.org/ednext-podcast-what-if-government-regulated-schools-but-did-not-run-them-berner/
http://educationnext.org/ednext-podcast-what-if-government-regulated-schools-but-did-not-run-them-berner/
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15582159.2017.1345241
http://www00.unibg.it/dati/bacheca/1030/81318.pdf
https://fordhaminstitute.org/national/commentary/putting-evidence-cart-school-choice-horse?qt-most_popular=0
https://www.usnews.com/opinion/knowledge-bank/articles/2017-03-06/test-based-evidence-alone-doesnt-tell-us-whether-school-choice-works
https://edexcellence.net/articles/the-pitfalls-of-uniform-state-run-public-education?utm_source=Fordham+Updates&utm_campaign=0a882dd923-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_01_04&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d9e8246adf-0a882dd923-71489677&mc_cid=0a882dd923&mc_eid=c7759a06d0
https://lawandreligionforum.org/?s=Ashley+Berner&submit=Search
https://www.unesco.org/en/right-education/evolving
https://www.oidel.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Programme-Summer-University-2024.pdf
https://www.oidel.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Programme-Summer-University-2024.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JXgyfXstfYw
https://www.reaganfoundation.org/reagan-institute/events/active-vs-activist-citizenship-webinar/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ab14L9iYHaU
https://leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/eic/


13 

 

Ashley Rogers Berner  
Updated October 2024 

Keynote speaker, “Educational Pluralism and The New Conversation.” Reform Leaders 
Summit, Notre Dame University. Bethany Retreat Center, Lutz, FL. (March 8, 2024). 

Panelist, “Plenary Session: Where Should Civics Education Occur?” Elijah E. Cummings 
Democracy and Freedom Festival at the Reginald L. Lewis Museum. Baltimore, MD. 
(February 8, 2024). 

Public Testimony, “Educational Pluralism and Montana’s Drive for Excellence.” Community 
Choice School Commission. Helena, MT. (January 23, 2024). 

Invited speaker, “Educational Pluralism and North Carolina’s Department of Public 
Education.” North Carolina DPI (virtual). Raleigh, NC. (December 14, 2023). 

Invited guest, “Formal Dialogue on the Initiative on the Evolving Right to Education.” 
UNESCO. Paris, France. (December 14, 2023). 

Keynote Speaker, “Educational Pluralism” and “Curriculum and Culture.” Florida Coalition of 
Christian Private School Accreditation. West Palm Beach, FL. (October 27, 2023). 

Speaker, “Is Ohio on the Path to Educational Pluralism? Lessons from Around the World.” 
Event sponsored by School Choice Ohio, the Thomas B. Fordham Institute, and the 
Buckeye Institute. Columbus, Ohio. (October 17, 2023). 

Guest speaker, “Educational Pluralism and Viewpoint Diversity.” Notre Dame University, 
Education Law & Policy Course. Virtual. (September 27, 2023). 

Guest speaker, “Educational Pluralism and the Common Good.” Next Generation Leaders, an 
initiative of Cardus. Virtual. (September 26, 2023). 

Speaker, “Does American Education Prepare Young People for Democracy?” Democracy Day. 
Johns Hopkins University. Baltimore, MD. (August 26, 2023).   

Speaker, “Teaching the Untold Stories of Latino Contributions in U.S. History.” Webinar. 
UnidosUS. (May 16,2023). 

Invited expert, “Regulating Non-State Actors in Education.” Virtual, closed-workshop session. 
UNESCO’s Initiative on the Evolving Right to Education. Paris. (March 29, 2023). 

Guest speaker, “Educational Pluralism, Culture, and Law.” Notre Dame University, Education 
Law & Policy Course. Virtual. (October 3, 2022). 

Participant, “Re-Learning American Democracy.” Off-the-record symposium sponsored by 
George Washington University and ETS. Washington, D.C. (September 26, 2022). 

Panelist, “Critical Conversations: Civic Friendship, Divisive Topics, and Democratic 
Discourse.” Bill of Rights Institute and Crystal Bridges Art Museum. Virtual (September 
26, 2022). 

Guest speaker, “Educational Pluralism and the Common Good.” Next Generation Leaders, an 
initiative of Cardus. Virtual. (September 21, 2022). 

Guest speaker, “Pluralism: A Third Way.” 50CAN Building Better Together, an off-the-record 
session with state legislators. Virtual. (July 11, 2022). 

Participant, “Beyond College for All.” Off-the-record symposium with Congressional staffers. 
American Compass. Washington, D.C. (June 28, 2022). 

Symposium Panelist, “Reimagining our Futures Together: Educational Pluralism and the 
Social Contract.” OIDEL & UNESCO Event, with Sobhi Tawil and Ignasi Grau. Geneva, 
Switzerland. (June 2, 2022). 

Panelist, “Peace through School Choice.” Cato Institute Event, with Neal McCluskey and 
Charles Glenn. (March 22, 2022). 

Presenter, “Educational Pluralism,” Hopkins at Home Webinar. (March 1, 2022). 
Testimony in support of Senate Bill 401, Maryland State Legislature. Annapolis, MD. (February 

9, 2022). 
Keynote presentation, “Pluralism and Research. National Association of Private School 

Accreditors. (January 25, 2022). 

https://snfagora.jhu.edu/event/elijah-e-cummings-democracy-and-freedom-festival-2024/
https://vimeo.com/908244728/cef8c53b73?share=copy
https://fordhaminstitute.org/ohio/events/ohio-path-educational-pluralism-lessons-around-world
https://unidosus.org/events/latino-contributions-in-us-history/
https://www.unesco.org/en/right-education/evolving
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_-ZH0p55ylg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_-ZH0p55ylg
https://www.cato.org/multimedia/events/peace-through-school-choice-examining-evidence
https://youtu.be/JY7U7zK-rHs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qi_qLH1_YO4


14 

 

Ashley Rogers Berner  
Updated October 2024 

Presentation on School Culture. Character Education Professional Learning (CEPL), Western 
Governors. (January 19, 2022). 

“Why Knowledge Matters – and What We Can Do About It.” Keynote address, Council for 
Islamic Schools in North America, Western Conference. Virtual. (January 15, 2022). 

“Educational Pluralism and American Politics.” Keynote address, Reform Leaders Summit. 
Tampa, Florida (January 7, 2022). 

“Why ‘Knowledge’ is a Dirty Word in K-12 Education (And What we can Do About it).” Member 
Spotlight, The Heterodox Academy. (December 8, 2021). 

“Religion and Social Studies in the United States.” Presentation at meeting for Religion and 
Education Collaborative. (October 20, 2021).  

Invited Presenter, “Approaches to Civics in the K-12 Classroom.” Annual Meeting 2021- 
Philanthropy Roundtable. Colorado Springs, CO (October 14, 2021).  

Invited Lecturer, “Educational Pluralism.” Education Law and Policy Class at Notre Dame. 
(September 27, 2021).  

“NextGEN: Education, Pluralism, and the Common Good.” Presentation to Cardus NextGEN 
fellows. (September 22, 2021).  

“Education in America: What Does It Mean for the Future of the Country and Democracy?” 
Erupt News. (September 15, 2021).  

Presentation on Political Polarization at the Council for American Private Education. Speaker, 
Semi-Annual Board Meeting. Washington, D.C. (September 14, 2021).  

“Developing A Picture Of Equity And Access: Our Work To Do.” Presentation to the Maine 
Social Studies Collaborative. (May 19, 2021). 

Panelist, “Young Voices Online: An Exploration of Teens’ and Tweens’ Civic Engagement.” 
Children and Screens: Institute of Digital Media and Child Development. (May 5, 2021). 

Panelist, “Character Education and Civic Virtues.” EWA National Seminar. (May 4, 2021). 
Presentation of the Johns Hopkins Institute for Education Policy’s Knowledge Map Reviews of 

4 Private Religious Schooling Curricula. (April 14, 2021). 
Presenter, Presentation on School Culture to the International Baccalaureate Organization. 
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Presenter, webinar on pluralism for Christian Schools International (CSI). (October 28, 2020). 
Presenter, “Forming Young Citizens in Turbulent Times: Opportunities and Challenges for 
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“Social Studies Knowledge Map.” Webinar for the Johns Hopkins Institute for Education 
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Guest Lecturer, “The Case for School Choice:  No One Way to School.” University of Notre 
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Invited Speaker, Global Educational Pluralism Day. Geneva, Switzerland. (June 4, 2020). 
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consultative status at the United Nations and UNESCO. Geneva, Switzerland. (May 26, 
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Presenter, “Why “School Choice” is a Strange Term: America’s Schools in International 
Context.” Hopkins at Home Webinar. (May 19, 2020). 

Invited Presenter, webinar presentation to 50Can’s National Voices fellows. (May 6, 2020). 
Presenter, “School Culture: Why It Matters and How It Improves.” National Catholic 
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Guest Lecturer, “The Case for School Choice:  No One Way to School” New York 
University/Steinhardt. New York, NY. (March 30, 2020). 
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Invited Speaker, “What’s Next in Education Reform: Getting Beyond Markets and Choice.” 
Manning Networking Conference. Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. (March 26, 2020). 
Cancelled due to Coronavirus. 

Invited Presenter, “Building Conditions to Support LEAs in Adopting and Implementing High 
Quality Materials.” Webinar for the Johns Hopkins Institute for Education Policy in 
partnership with Achievement Network. Baltimore, MD. (March 19, 2020). Cancelled 
due to Coronavirus. 

“School Culture Survey.” Webinar for the Johns Hopkins Institute for Education Policy. 
(February 26, 2020). 

Invited Lecturer/Facilitator, “Charles Koch Foundation Lecture Series: Educational Pluralism 
& Research to Policy.” Co-Facilitated with Dr. David Steiner. Washington, D.C. (January 
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Invited Presenter, “Secondary Presidents and Principals Meeting.” Archdiocese of Baltimore. 
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Congressional Caucus on Education Innovation and Opportunity, American Federation 
for Children, and United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Secretariat for Catholic 
Education. Washington, D.C. (December 10, 2019). 
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2019). 
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Johns Hopkins University. Washington, D.C. (November 6, 2019). 

Keynote Speaker, “Making Space for All Faiths,” Leadership Institute for Faith and Education 
(LIFE) Convening, Harvard University. Cambridge, MA. (October 28, 2019). 

“Knowledge Gap.” Presentation to Urban Teacher and MAT students. Johns Hopkins School of 
Education. Baltimore, MD. (October 22, 2019). 

Panelist, “Making the Public Good Case for Private Schools.” CARDUS. Washington, D.C. 
(October 8, 2019). 

Guest Lecturer, “Educational Pluralism: What It Is, and Why It Matters.” 2019 Notre Dame 
Lecture on Education Law and Policy. South Bend, IN. (October 7, 2019). 

Invited guest, “Educational Pluralism.” 2019 National Private School Leadership Conference, 
hosted by the U.S. Department of Education. Washington, D.C. (September 25, 2019). 

Invited guest, “The Role of Government in Private Education.” Yeshivas vs. The State of New 
York: A Symposium on Religious Liberty & Education. New York, NY. (September 17, 
2019). 

Invited guest, “Science in Action Day.” Science of Teaching and School Leadership Academy. 
Baltimore, MD. (July 24, 2019). 

Invited guest, “Policy Briefing: Educational Pluralism and Social Capital.” Congressional Joint 
Economic Committee. Washington, D.C. (July 2, 2019). 

“Providence Public School District: A Review.” Rhode Island Council for Elementary and 
Secondary Education. Providence, RI. (June 25, 2019). 

Keynote Speaker, “Research and Policy for Religious Schools.” Center for Advancing Christian 
Education Annual Summit. Washington, DC. (June 20, 2019).  

Keynote Speaker, “Educational Pluralism: The Democratic Norm.” Johns Hopkins Carey 
School of Business. Baltimore, MD. (April 23, 2019). 

https://vimeo.com/394014261/50c99599e1
https://vimeo.com/369624518/49585611d8
https://vimeo.com/345908311/94447ef136
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Guest Lecturer, “Charter Schools: The Good, The Bad, and the Ugly.” New York 
University/Steinhardt. New York, NY. (April 1, 2019). 

Guest Speaker, “Pluralism: A Centrist Approach.” The Connelly Foundation. Philadelphia, PA. 
(March 27, 2019).  

Panelist, “Supporting Districts with High-Quality Materials.” Impact Florida. Orlando, FL. 
(March 1, 2019). 

Keynote Speaker, “Educational Pluralism and Accountability: School Culture and Academic 
Quality.” National Association of Private School Accreditors. Orlando, FL. (January 30, 
2019). 

Guest Speaker, “National School Choice Week: A Capitol Choice.” Georgia Public Policy 
Foundation. Atlanta, GA. (January 22, 2019). 

Respondent to Johann Neem’s Democracy’s Schools: The Rise of Public Education in America. 
Social Science History Association Annual Meeting. Phoenix, AZ. (November 10, 2018). 

Guest Lecturer, “The Curriculum Effect.” The Center for Transformative Teaching and 
Learning. Potomac, MD. (November 8, 2018). 

Moderator, “One Size Does Not Fit All: How Educational Pluralism Helps Democracy.” The 
Philanthropy Roundtable Annual Summit. Palm Beach, FL. (October 25, 2018). 

“No One Way to School: Educational Pluralism and Why it Matters.” United States Department 
of Education policy briefing for staff. Washington, D.C. (October 11, 2018). 

“What is Educational Pluralism?” EdChoice National Summit. Salt Lake City (October 9, 2018). 
Guest Lecturer, “Educational Pluralism in Italy and the United States.” University of Bergamo, 

Department of Education Sciences, Italy. (September 14, 2018). 
Moderator, “What City Leaders Need to Know about Education and Transportation.” Webinar 

with the Center for Government Excellence (August 2018). 

“Curriculum Matters.” Center for Transformative Teaching and Learning’s Science and Action 
Day (July 25, 2018).   

Commencement speaker, Franklin Academy High School. Wake Forest, NC. (June 9, 2018). 
Guest speaker, National Council for Private School Accreditation’s National Summit. 

Washington, D.C. (June 5, 2018). 
Invited guest, Cardus Big Questions Conference. Toronto, Canada. (May 10-11, 2018).  
Moderator, “What can America Learn from School Choice Globally?” American Federation for 

Children 2018 Summit. Washington, D.C. (May 2-3, 2018); Pre-conference blogger, 
“Public Education in the United States – And Everywhere Else.”  

Invited guest, “Working Towards a New K-12 Education Accountability Ecosystem.” EdChoice 
Round Table. Ft. Myers, FL (April 23-25, 2018). 

Discussant with Erica Smith and Neal McCluskey, “Legal and Regulatory Barriers to Reform 
and Innovation.” Institute for Humane Studies Conference. Charleston, SC (February 28-
March 1, 2018). 

“Pluralism and Culture.” Guest lecture at New York University (February 26, 2018). 

“No One Way to School: Educational Pluralism and Why it Matters.” TEDxWilmington 
(February 9, 2018). 

Moderator, “How Can City Leaders Expand Access to High-Quality Schools?” Webinar with 
the Center for Government Excellence (February 2018). 

“Historical Context for Public Education.” Presentation at off-the-record round table 
sponsored by the Aspen Institute Education and Society Program and Edtrust on the 
fundamental purpose of public education (January 16, 2018). 

http://www.thecttl.org/
http://www.thecttl.org/
https://edstream.ed.gov/webcast/Play/5b5a0e3e859245b6b35950368d0331591d
https://lt-se.unibg.it/sites/cl14/files/avvisi/locandina_14settembre2018.pdf
http://edpolicy.education.jhu.edu/what-city-leaders-need-to-know-about-education-and-transportation/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UVJZCINHbc0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.federationforchildren.org/public-education-united-states-everywhere-else/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BCJ3YerGHnA&feature=youtu.be
http://edpolicy.education.jhu.edu/podcasts/
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“Ashley Berner: Pluralism, Policy, and Predictions.” Interview with Erik Ellefsen, Center for 
the Advancement of Christian Education (December 21, 2017). 

“Educational Pluralism and the Problem of Culture.” Johns Hopkins School of Education 
Speaker Series. (December 6, 2017). 

Discussant with Derrell Bradford, Andy Smarick, and John Katzman, moderated by Martin 
West, “Diversity and Pluralism: The Future of American Education?” Excellence in 
Education National Summit. Nashville, TN (November 29, 2017). 

“Educational Pluralism and the Problem of Culture.” University of Arkansas Department of 
Education Reform 2017-18 Lecture Series. Fayetteville, AR (October 27, 2017). 

“Pluralism and American Education: Book Talk and Signing.” Texas Public Policy Foundation. 
Austin, TX (October 12, 2017). 

 “Research on School Culture.” Center for Transformative Teaching and Learning’s Science in 
Action Day (July 26, 2017).   

 “Educational Pluralism and American Education,” Council on American Private Education’s 
State Leaders Summit. Portland, OR (July 11, 2017). 

 “Managing Controversial Conversations in American Classrooms,” with Jonathan 
Zimmerman, Neal McCluskey, and Elizabeth Worden. Moderated by Valerie Strauss of the 
Washington Post. The Cato Institute. Washington, DC. (May 15, 2017). 

“Change Lens: Pluralism.” 50CAN Staff Retreat. Washington, DC.  (March 31, 2017). 

“Educational Pluralism: Claims and Challenges,” Association of Baltimore Area Grantmakers. 
(March 28, 2017). 

Discussant with John Campbell and Karen Johnston, “The OECD Test for Schools: Gwinnett 
County Public Schools on a Global Stage.” Alliance for Excellent Education. Washington, 
D.C. (February 28, 2017). 

Discussant with Clem Ukoama and Randy Willis, "The OECD Test for Schools: Global 
Comparability and School and District Improvement in the United States." Alliance for 
Excellent Education. Washington, D.C. (January 31, 2017). 

Discussant with Matthew Cregor, Gerard Robinson, and Hilary Shelton. “Do Charter Schools 
Advance or Impede Civil Rights?” Johns Hopkins Institute for Education Policy. Baltimore, 
MD (January 26, 2017). 

"Educational Pluralism and Academic Achievement," Center for the Study of Law and Religion 
at Emory Law School, Atlanta, GA (April 2014). 

"Why Educational Philosophy Matters: Distinctively Christian Schools in the Public Square," 
Council on Educational Standards and Accountability, Annual Meeting. Chicago, IL 
(October 2012). 

"Revisiting American Education," Institute for Advanced Studies in Culture, Yale Club. New 
York, NY (May 2011). 

"Intentional Schools, Character, and Citizenship," The Mustard Seed School, Trustees Meeting. 
Hoboken, NJ (March 2009). 

"Educational Philosophy at Fulham: 1840-1950," Culham Foundation Board of Trustees 
Meeting. Oxford, UK (May 2006). 

"Educational Philosophy at Westminster College: 1850-1945," The Wesley Center at Oxford 
Brookes University, Oxford, UK (April 2006). 

"English and American Comparative Education," Belmont Abbey College, Belmont Abbey, 
North Carolina (October 2005). 

https://cace.org/ashley-berner-pluralism-policy-and-predictions/
http://edpolicy.education.jhu.edu/ashley-berner-to-participate-in-the-johns-hopkins-school-of-educations-doctoral-speaker-series-educational-pluralism-and-the-problem-of-culture/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ib_GA84ykEc&index=1&list=PLamKh0vaiRJMah76yC6ePl7TImn4Kbeu0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l0aIoLpWaUw&feature=youtu.be%E2%80%8B
http://www.thecttl.org/day-in-the-lab-2/
http://www.thecttl.org/day-in-the-lab-2/
https://www.cato.org/events/teaching-kids-controversy-education-pluralism-hot-topics
https://all4ed.org/webinar-event/feb-28-2017/
https://all4ed.org/webinar-event/feb-28-2017/
http://edpolicy.education.jhu.edu/the-oecd-test-for-schools-global-comparability-and-school-and-district-improvement-in-the-united-states-webinar/
http://edpolicy.education.jhu.edu/the-oecd-test-for-schools-global-comparability-and-school-and-district-improvement-in-the-united-states-webinar/
http://edpolicy.education.jhu.edu/do-charter-schools-advance-or-impede-civil-rights/
http://edpolicy.education.jhu.edu/do-charter-schools-advance-or-impede-civil-rights/
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"Is English Education Secular?" University of Birmingham, Birmingham, UK. (October 2005). 

"A Tale of Two Textbooks: John Gill and Percy Nunn Compared," Merton College, Oxford 
University, Oxford, UK (September 2005). 
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UNIVERSITY CONTRIBUTIONS AND SERVICE

 
2024 Faculty member, School of Education Compass Working Group. 

2023 – 2024 Faculty member, Research and Academic Programs Integration Task 
Force. 

2023 Faculty representative, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Task Force, School 
of Education. 

2022 – Present Faculty representative, Johns Hopkins University undergraduate 
committee on debate and deliberation. Sponsored by the SNF Agora 
Institute at JHU.  

2022 – Present Member, PhD Admissions Committee, School of Education. 

2021 – 2022 Member, Search Committee for EdD Program Director, School of 
Education. 

2021 – Present Co-Chair, Faculty Budget Advisory Committee, School of Education. 

2021 – 2022 Member, National Council on Teacher Quality (NCTQ), Building 
Knowledge Advisory Panel. 

2020 – Present Editorial Board/Scientific Committee Member, Formazione, Lavoro, 
Persona. Center for Quality of Teaching and Learning, University of 
Bergamo. 

2020-2021 Member, Faculty Budget Advisory Committee, School of Education. 

2020 – 2021 Visiting Fellow, Stavros Niarchos Foundation Agora Institute, Johns 
Hopkins University.  

2020 – 2021 Task Force Member, Faculty Reappointments Committee, School of 
Education. 

2019 - 2020 Panel Member, Curriculum Advisory Panel for Alberta, CA. (article) 

2018 – Present Editorial Board, Nuova Secondaria: Mensile di Cultura, Riverca 
Pedagogica, E Orientamenti Didattica. Studiom Edizione. 

2018 – Present Member, Doctoral Programs Committee, Johns Hopkins School of 
Education. 

2018 – Present Member, PhD Advisory and Admissions Committees, Johns Hopkins 
School of Education. 

2016 – Present Doctoral Advisor, Johns Hopkins Doctoral Programs (both PhD and EdD). 

2016 – 2018 School of Education representative, Masters in Teaching re-design project.  

2017 Peer reviewer, JHU Exploration of Practical Ethics Round 2, Berman 
Institute for Bioethics (total awards: $350,000). 

2016 - 2017 School of Education Lead, collaboration with Johns Hopkins’s Berman 
Institute for Bioethics on curriculum development and program 
implementation. 

2015 – 2018 Johns Hopkins Doctoral Program, Instructor. Strategic Systems Change 
and Action Planning. 

2015 – 2018 Member (2015 – 2016) and Committee Co-Chair (2016 – present), 
Student Affairs Committee, Johns Hopkins School of Education. 

2016 Committee Member, CAEP/NCATE Preparation Team (Spring 2016). 
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2024 - present Executive Committee Board Member, OIDEL (Geneva, Switzerland). 
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2023 – 2024 Fellow, Mercatus Pluralism and Civil Exchange Program. 

2022 – 2023 Co-Chair, CivXNow’s Research and Best Practices Affinity Group, 
sponsored by iCivics. 

2021 – 2022 Member, Advisory Council for the Reagan Institute’s Women in Civics 
Event.  

Jan/Feb 2021 Champion of Equity, American Consortium for Equity in Education. 

2021 – 2022  Advisory Council, Western Governors University Principal Training  

   Program (“Schools of Character”). 

2022 (Fall) Final Review Panel, Yass Blue Ribbon Prize. 

2022 (Spring) Member, Heterodox Academy’s K-12 Review Board. 

2021 – Present  Task Force Member, International Principles of Pluralism, Organisation 
International pour le droit à l'éducation et la liberté d'enseignement 
(OIDEL).  

2021 – Present Member and (from 2023) Co-Chair, Educating for American Democracy 
Research Task Force. 

2021 – Present Member, iCivics Independent Review Council. 

2021 – 2023 Member, Religion & Education Collaborative. 

2020 – 2024 Member at Large, Board of Trustees, Council on American Private 
Education. 

2020 – 2021 Senior Advisor, Educating for American Democracy Project: A Roadmap 
for Excellence in History and Civics.  

2020 (Spring) Task Force Member, Woodrow Wilson National Foundation’s Civic 
Learning Initiative. 

2019 – 2021 Advisory Committee, Collaborative for Spirituality in Education, 
Columbia Teachers College. 

2019 – 2021 Advisor, Step up for Students Research and Development Committee. 

2019 – 2020 Mentor, Thread Through College, Baltimore, MD. 

2018 – 2020 Mentor, Chidsey Leadership Fellows, Davidson College. 

2018 – 2019 Partner, Networks for School Improvement, Baltimore City Public 
Schools. 

2018 – 2020 Gubernatorial Appointment, Maryland Education Development 
Collaborative. 

2017 – Present Editorial Board, Journal of School Choice: International Research and 
Reform. Taylor & Francis. 

2017 – 2019 Advisory Council, Center for Government Excellence, Johns Hopkins 
University. 

2017 – 2019 Academic Advisor, 50CAN, Washington, D.C. 

2017 – Present Senior Fellow, Cardus, Canada. 
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2017 – 2019 Advisory Board, School Growth Foundation. 

September 2018 Visiting Scholarship, University of Bergamo. 

2016 – Present Peer reviewer: Palgrave MacMillan, Oxford University Press, MIT Press. 

2014 – 2016 Assistant Book Review Editor, Journal of School Choice: International 
Research and Reform. 

2013 – 2018 Senior Fellow, Center for the Study of Law and Religion, Emory University 
School of Law. 

2013 – 2014 Dulles Visiting Scholar, Institute on Religion and Public Life. 

2011 – 2014 Academic Advisor, American Center for Education Reform. 

2009 – present Senior Education Fellow, Cardus. 

2005 – 2006 Research Grant Recipient, St Luke’s College Foundation, UK. 

2004 – 2006 Bielby Graduate Scholar, Oxford University. 

2004 – 2006 Research Grant Recipient, Culham Institute. 

 

FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

German (near-fluency); French and Spanish (conversational) 

https://www.unibg.it/sites/default/files/ricerca/i_comunicazione_esiti_selezione_azione_2_1.pdf

