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BOOKS AND BOOK CHAPTERS

Berner, A. (2024). Educational Pluralism and Democracy: How to Handle Indoctrination,
Promote Exposure, and Rebuild America’s Schools. Harvard Education Press: Cambridge,
MA. Book trailer, here.

Berner, A. (2023). “Government Funding for Religious Schools.” The Bloomsbury Handbook
of Schools and Religion. Eds. Jo Fraser-Pearce and James W. Fraser. London: Bloomsbury
Academic Press. 35-53.

Berner, A. (2022). “The Impact of Education on Character Formation, Ethics, and the
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Societies. Leipzig: EVA Publishers.

Ashley Rogers Berner
Updated October 2024



mailto:Ashley.Berner@jhu.edu
https://hep.gse.harvard.edu/9781682538951/educational-pluralism-and-democracy/
https://hep.gse.harvard.edu/9781682538951/educational-pluralism-and-democracy/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IapalmX-qeU
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/bloomsbury-handbook-of-schools-and-religion-9781350297272/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/bloomsbury-handbook-of-schools-and-religion-9781350297272/

2

Berner, A. (2020). “Educational Pluralism: Distinctive Schools and Academic Accountability,”
in Jason Bedrick et al., (eds). Religious Liberty and Education: A Case Study of
Yeshivas vs. New York. New York, NY: Rowman & Littlefield.

Berner, A. (2017). Pluralism and American Public Education: No One Way to School. Palgrave
MacMillan. New York, NY. Translated into Italian: Scuola Ma Scuole: Educazione
pubblica e pluralism in America. Trans. Francesco Magni. Roma: Edizioni Studium.
2018.

Berner, A., Hunter, J. D. (2014). Educating Citizens: The Paradoxes of Difference and
Democracy. In Adam Seligman (Ed.), Religious Education and the Problem of
Pluralism. NY: Oxford Univ. Press.

Berner, A. (2012). Funding Schools. In Charles Glenn and Tilburg de Groof (Eds.), Balancing
Freedom, Autonomy, and Accountability in Education. Wolf Legal Publishers.

Berner, A. (2006). Is English Education Secular? in E. Jane Garnett (Ed.), Redefining Christian
Britain: Post 1945 Perspectives (pp. 222-232). London: SCM.

JOURNAL ARTICLES AND TECHNICAL REPORTS

Berner, A. The Progressive Case for Educational Pluralism. Cardus. (May 2024).

Berner, A., with T.J. D’Agostino. Invited guest editors, The Peabody Journal of Education,
Special Edition: Educational Pluralism and Social Cohesion. Projected release date:
Summer 2024.

Berner, A. R. (June 2023). A Sustainable Path to School Choice. Washington D.C.: American
Compass.

Berner, A. R. (2023). Promote Non-college Career Pathways. In American Compass (pp. 83—
84). Washington, D.C.: American Compass.

Berner, A. with Crystal Spring and Andrea Ochoa (2023). “Open Classroom Climate and Civic
Messaging: Early Findings from School Culture 360 ™.” The ANNALS of the American
Academy of Political & Social Science, Special Edition: The Science of Civics. Eds. David
Campbell, Carol Lee and Gregory White. 705(1). 118-137.

Berner, A. “Good Citizens, Good Schools: Do Independent Schools Contribute to Civic

Formation?” Cardus. (June 2021).

Contributor, “The Acceleration Imperative: A Plan to Address Elementary Students’
Unfinished Learning in the Wake of Covid-19.” Report from the Thomas B. Fordham
Institute. (March 2021).

Berner, A. (December 2020). “Book Review: The First Amendment and State Bans on
Teachers’ Religious Garb: Analyzing the Historic Origins of Contemporary Legal
Challenges in the United States. By Nathan C. Walker.” Journal of Law and Religion, 35
(3): 515-518.

Berner, A. (September 2020). Schools, Character and the Charassein: A Study in Student
Development. R Street Institute, Washington, D.C.

Berner, A., co-author with David Seiner. “Review of Florida’s B.E.S.T. ELLA Standards.” Part of
“Better than Common Core: Florida’s New K-12 Standards Raise the Bar.” For the
Independent Institute. (July 2020).

Berner, A. (June 2020). “Debating Education: Is There a Role for Markets?.” Educational

Theory, 70: 105-112.
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Lead Author, “The Return: How Should Education Leaders Prepare for Reentry and Beyond.”
Johns Hopkins Institute for Education Policy, in partnership with Chiefs for Change. (May
2020).

Berner, A., with K. Siegel-Stechler. (April 2020). Civics at Home. Johns Hopkins Institute for
Education Policy.

Berner, A. (March 2020). Does Educational Pluralism Build Civil Society? A Case Study of
Indianapolis, 2001-2019. R Street Institute, Washington, D.C.

Berner, A. (July 2019). The Case for Educational Pluralism in the U.S. The Manhattan
Institute.
Berner, A., co-author with David Steiner and Jay Plasman. Providence Public School District:
A Review. Johns Hopkins Institute for Education Policy. (June 2019).
“Salem Public Schools: Knowledge Map.” Report prepared for Salem Public Schools. (April
2019).
Berner, A. (March 2019). When Schools Close: Lessons from Two Urban Districts. Johns
Hopkins Institute for Education Policy.
“Vouchers: Research and Policy.” Policy Memo prepared for Chiefs for Change (March 2019).
“Indianapolis Public Schools: Knowledge Map Grades K-8.” Analysis prepared for Indianapolis
Public Schools (January 2019).
“Grades 9-12: New ELA Texts for All Units,” Curriculum design and text selection, prepared for
Baltimore City Public Schools (January 2019).
Berner, A., co-author and editor. (October 2018). Using the RFP Process to Drive High-Quality
Curriculum. Johns Hopkins Institute for Education Policy.

Berner, A. Review of the Wiley Handbook on School Choice. in Robert Maranto (Ed.), (2nd
edition, vol. 2018) New York: Taylor and Francis: Journal of School Choice: International
Research and Reform.

“Culturally Relevant Resources and Pedagogy.” Research memo prepared for Chiefs for Change
(June 2018).

“OECD Test for Schools: History, Benefits, Challenges.” Research memo prepared for Chiefs
for Change (April 2018).

“BCPSS: Report on Knowledge Domains and Standards Alignment in ELA.” Analysis prepared
for Baltimore City Public Schools Systems (March 2018).

“Tax Credits in Puerto Rico.” Research memo prepared for the Puerto Rico Department of
Education (March 2018).

“A Brief History of American School Boards and their Role Today.” Research memo prepared
for Chiefs for Change (February 2018).

Berner, A. (January 2018). Policy Memo: Pluralism in American School Systems. Johns
Hopkins Institute for Education Policy.

“Suggested High-School ELA Curriculum.” Report prepared for the Louisiana Department of
Education (December 2017).

Berner, A. (September 2017). Would School Inspections Work in the United States? Johns
Hopkins Institute for Education Policy.

“The CREDO Report on Charter Management Organizations.” Research memo prepared for
Chiefs for Change (June 2017).

“School Inspections.” Research memo prepared for Chiefs for Change (June 2017).

Ashley Rogers Berner
Updated October 2024


https://edpolicy.education.jhu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/CFC-TheReturn_5-13-20FINAL.pdf
https://edpolicy.education.jhu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Civcs-at-Home.pdf
https://www.rstreet.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Final-CSEW-8-Berner.pdf
https://www.rstreet.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Final-CSEW-8-Berner.pdf
https://www.manhattan-institute.org/educational-pluralism-in-united-states
http://edpolicy.education.jhu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/PPSD-REVISED-FINAL-002.pdf
http://edpolicy.education.jhu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/PPSD-REVISED-FINAL-002.pdf
https://edpolicy.education.jhu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/When-Schools-Close-Memo.pdf
http://edpolicy.education.jhu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/RFP.pdf
http://edpolicy.education.jhu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/RFP.pdf
http://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/Rjp6mNjDMeH2pbqxHa9e/full
http://edpolicy.education.jhu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/PluralismBrief-Jan2018.pdf
http://edpolicy.education.jhu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Inspectorate2.pdf

4

“Charter School Funding Overview.” Research memo prepared for Chiefs for Change (June
2017).

Berner A. (April 2017). Expanding Access to Non-Public Schools: A Research and Policy

Review. Johns Hopkins Institute for Education Policy.

“Fact Sheet on Education Savings Accounts.” Research memo prepared for Chiefs for Change
(April 2017).

“Curriculum Analysis: Middle School ELA.” Analysis prepared for the Louisiana Department
of Education (March 2017).

Berner, A., with D. Steiner, A. Bjorklund-Young, J. Reilly, S. Ross, G. Morrison, C. Lake, A.
Reid. (February 2017). Do Curricular Choices Matter? A Working Paper for the Knowledge
Matters Campaign, a project of StandardsWork, Inc.

Berner, A. (January 2017). Lead author, The OECD Test for Schools: How Three School
Systems are Improving Student Achievement. The Alliance for Excellent Education.

“School Choice Mechanisms.” Research memo prepared for Chiefs for Change (December
2016).
“Educational Vouchers.” Research memo prepared for Chiefs for Change (December 2016).
“OECD Test for Schools.” Research memo prepared for America Achieves (December 2016).
Berner, A. (November 2016). The Promise of Curriculum: Recent Research on Louisiana's
Instructional Reforms. Johns Hopkins Institute for Education Policy.
Berner, A. (July 2016). Public Funding for Private Schools: Recent Research and Larger Policy
Implications. Johns Hopkins Institute for Education Policy.
“Youth Agency.” Research memo prepared for Chiefs for Change (June 2016).
“Assessments that Support Strong Academic Achievement.” Research memo prepared for
Chiefs for Change (May 2016).
“Preparing Teachers for English Language Learners.” Research memo prepared for the
Schusterman Family Foundation (May 2016).

Berner, A. (2016). Review of Using Research Evidence in Education: from the Schoolhouse
Door to Capitol Hill. In Robert Maranto (Ed.), (2nd ed., vol. 2016). New York: Taylor and
Francis: Journal of School Choice: International Research and Reform.

Berner, A. (2015). Review of The Spiritual Child: The New Science on Parenting for Health
and Lifelong Thriving In Robert Maranto (Ed.), (2nd ed., vol. 2015). New York: Taylor and
Francis: Journal of School Choice: International Research and Reform.

Berner, A. (2013). Persuasion in Education. Comment.
Berner, A. (2012). The Case for Educational Pluralism. First Things.

Berner, A. (2012). In Mark Movsesian (Ed.), Education and Belief. New York, NY: Center for
Law and Religion, St. John's University School of Law.

Berner, A. (2011). Making Space for Civilization: Educational Pluralism. Comment.

Berner, A. (2011). Review of Charles L. Glenn's Contrasting Models of State and School: A
Comparative Historical Study of Parental Choice and State Control (3rd ed., vol. 13).
Charlottesville, VA: The Hedgehog Review.

Berner, A. (2010). English Education and the Church. University of York: Christianity and
Culture Project: The English Parish Church through the Centuries: Daily Life and
Spirituality, Art and Architecture.
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Berner, A. (2009). Review of Kids Rule! Nickelodeon and Consumer Citizenship (1st ed., vol.
11). Charlottesville, VA: The Hedgehog Review.

Berner, A. (2007). Review of Stefan Collini's Absent Minds: Intellectuals in Britain (1st ed.,
vol. 9). Charlottesville, VA: The Hedgehog Review.

POPULAR PRESS (Op Eds, Essays)

“More Choices, Less Polarization: How Other Countries are Making School Work.” The
74Million. (September 19, 2024). Reposted as “Three Ways to Increase Choice and Decrease
Polarization,” at the Thomas B. Fordham Institute’s Flypaper. (September 23, 2024).

“Why ‘School Choice’ Is a Strange Word: Educational Pluralism and International Norms.”
Canopy Forum on the Interactions of Law & Religion, a Journal from the Center for the
Study of Law & Religion at Emory Law School. (June 14, 2024).

“A Democratic Education Revisited.” American Habits. (June 10, 2024).

“Conservatives aren’t the only ones calling for school choice.” The Hill. (May 10, 2024).

“Pull These Two Levers to Fix K-12 Education.” Discourse Magazine. (April 30, 2024).

“Why School Culture Matters.” Distinct by Design, a Journal by Magnet Schools of America.
(April 2024).

“What Knowledge Do Citizens Need?” The American Conservative. (November 9, 2023).

“Latino representation in U.S. history textbooks falls short,” with Viviana Lopez-Green. The
Brookings Institution. (June 16, 2023).

“Time to Refocus on Civics, for the Good of the Country — and Student Literacy” The 74 Million.
(November 1, 2022).

“Op Ed: What if we Replaced Public School District with Less Rigid Systems?” The Los Angeles
Times. (June 15, 2022).

“Introducing Pluralism to Public Education.” American Compass. A Symposium on Retooling
American Education. (June 1, 2022).

“Ashley Berner: Not all schools are the same. Think pluralism.” Johns Hopkins School of
Education. (April 22,2022).

“Educating Future Citizens.” The Johns Hopkins Hub. Special Coverage: Democracy in Peril.
(January 6, 2022).

"Make Good (School) Choices". American Compass. A Four-part Dialogue with Andy Smarick.
(December 14 - 15, 2021).

"What American schools can learn from other countries about civic disagreement." The
Conversation. (November 4, 2021).

"Op-Ed: Leave the culture wars out of coursework. Don’t gerrymander curriculum." The
Chicago Tribune. (August 9, 2021). On our website, here.

“In defence of Alberta's proposed elementary school curriculum.” CBC.CA. (April 16, 2021).

“How to instill positive school culture.” Thomas B. Fordham Institute’s Flypaper. (April 1,
2021). [helped write the introduction]

“An Informed Citizenry.” Johns Hopkins University Hub. (October 30, 2020).

“Partisanship and American Education.” Thomas B. Fordham Institute’s Flypaper. (October
15, 2020).
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“New National Report Provides Recommendations for Re-Opening Brick-and-Mortar
Schools.” redefinED. (May 14, 2020).

In a polarized America, what can we do about civil disagreement? Brown Center Chalkboard,
The Brookings Institute, Washington, D.C. (April 2020).

“Why Curriculum Matters for Parents and Guardians.” redefinED. (May 5, 2020).

“In a Polarized America, What can we do about Civil Tolerance?” The Brookings Institution.
(April 10, 2020).

“Why Curriculum Matters for Private Schools.” redefinED. (April 28, 2020).

“Why Curriculum Matters for State Leaders.” redefinED. (April 21, 2020).

“Why Curriculum Matters: Research and Policy.” redefinED. (April 14, 2020).

“Many Countries Support School Choice for Families. The U.S. Used to, Too. 3 Ways to Get
Back to That Democratic Approach.” The 74Million. (August 12, 2019).

"Why we should examine what 'public' means in US schooling." The Hill. (July 11, 2019).
“Why Alberta is a Model for Education Reform.” Thomas B. Fordham Institute’s Flypaper.
(June 26, 2019).

“Quality Schools: Managing School Closings to Optimize Student Outcomes.” Baltimore
Educational Research Consortium. (April 2019).

“Curriculum and Education Policy.” CenterPoint Education Solutions blog. (August 1, 2018);
reposted on the Thomas B. Fordham Institute’s Flypaper (August 2, 2018).

“Education for the Common Good.” EdNext (November 30, 2017).

“Could American Educators and Students Benefit from School Inspections?” The 74 Million
(October 3, 2017).

“Psychological Harm and School Choice.” Thomas B. Fordham Institute (August 15, 2017).

“To Improve Education in America, Look Beyond the Traditional School Model.” Brookings
Institution, Brown Center Chalkboard (May 8, 2017).

“How School Culture Drives Civic Knowledge and Shapes the Next Generation of Citizens.” The
74 Million (April 18, 2017).
“America’s Muslim Schools and the Common Good.” The 74 Million (January 23, 2017).

“How Rethinking Classroom Instruction May have Boosted Student Achievement in
Louisiana,” The 74 Million (January 4, 2017).

“Re-Imagining the School Choice Debates,” The 74 Million (December 15, 2016).
“The Case for Educational Pluralism,” First Things (December 2012).

INTERVIEWS, PODCASTS, REVIEWS, AND MEDIA MENTIONS

Stewart, Chris. “Learning about Educational Pluralism, Indoctrination, and the Future of our
Schools with Ashley Berner.” Always Learning Podcast. (September 6, 2024).

Mitchell, Shaka. “A Democracy, if you can Teach It.” Philanthropy Daily, a Journal of the
Center for Civil Society. (September 5, 2024).
Mitchell, Shaka and Caitlin Sienkiewicz. “Episode 1: Educational Pluralism and Democracy,
with Dr. Ashley Berner.” Quality Matters Podcast. (September 5, 2024).

Domanico, Ray. “A Reformation in Public Education: School Choice in Theory and Practice.”
Manhattan Institute: Issue Brief. (August 22, 2024).
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Guest Lecturer, “Charter Schools: The Good, The Bad, and the Ugly.” New York
University/Steinhardt. New York, NY. (April 1, 2019).

Guest Speaker, “Pluralism: A Centrist Approach.” The Connelly Foundation. Philadelphia, PA.
(March 27, 2019).

Panelist, “Supporting Districts with High-Quality Materials.” Impact Florida. Orlando, FL.
(March 1, 2019).

Keynote Speaker, “Educational Pluralism and Accountability: School Culture and Academic
Quality.” National Association of Private School Accreditors. Orlando, FL. (January 30,
2019).

Guest Speaker, “National School Choice Week: A Capitol Choice.” Georgia Public Policy
Foundation. Atlanta, GA. (January 22, 2019).

Respondent to Johann Neem’s Democracy’s Schools: The Rise of Public Education in America.
Social Science History Association Annual Meeting. Phoenix, AZ. (November 10, 2018).

Guest Lecturer, “The Curriculum Effect.” The Center for Transformative Teaching and
Learning. Potomac, MD. (November 8, 2018).

Moderator, “One Size Does Not Fit All: How Educational Pluralism Helps Democracy.” The
Philanthropy Roundtable Annual Summit. Palm Beach, FL. (October 25, 2018).

“No One Way to School: Educational Pluralism and Why it Matters.” United States Department
of Education policy briefing for staff. Washington, D.C. (October 11, 2018).

“What is Educational Pluralism?” EdChoice National Summit. Salt Lake City (October 9, 2018).

Guest Lecturer, “Educational Pluralism in Italy and the United States.” University of Bergamo,
Department of Education Sciences, Italy. (September 14, 2018).

Moderator, “What City Leaders Need to Know about Education and Transportation.” Webinar

with the Center for Government Excellence (August 2018).

“Curriculum Matters.” Center for Transformative Teaching and Learning’s Science and Action
Day (July 25, 2018).
Commencement speaker, Franklin Academy High School. Wake Forest, NC. (June 9, 2018).
Guest speaker, National Council for Private School Accreditation’s National Summit.
Washington, D.C. (June 5, 2018).
Invited guest, Cardus Big Questions Conference. Toronto, Canada. (May 10-11, 2018).
Moderator, “What can America Learn from School Choice Globally?” American Federation for
Children 2018 Summit. Washington, D.C. (May 2-3, 2018); Pre-conference blogger,
“Public Education in the United States — And Everywhere Else.”
Invited guest, “Working Towards a New K-12 Education Accountability Ecosystem.” EdChoice
Round Table. Ft. Myers, FL (April 23-25, 2018).
Discussant with Erica Smith and Neal McCluskey, “Legal and Regulatory Barriers to Reform
and Innovation.” Institute for Humane Studies Conference. Charleston, SC (February 28-
March 1, 2018).

“Pluralism and Culture.” Guest lecture at New York University (February 26, 2018).

“No One Way to School: Educational Pluralism and Why it Matters.” TEDxWilmington
(February 9, 2018).

Moderator, “How Can City Leaders Expand Access to High-Quality Schools?” Webinar with
the Center for Government Excellence (February 2018).

“Historical Context for Public Education.” Presentation at off-the-record round table
sponsored by the Aspen Institute Education and Society Program and Edtrust on the
fundamental purpose of public education (January 16, 2018).
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“Ashley Berner: Pluralism, Policy, and Predictions.” Interview with Erik Ellefsen, Center for
the Advancement of Christian Education (December 21, 2017).

“Educational Pluralism and the Problem of Culture.” Johns Hopkins School of Education
Speaker Series. (December 6, 2017).

Discussant with Derrell Bradford, Andy Smarick, and John Katzman, moderated by Martin
West, “Diversity and Pluralism: The Future of American Education?” Excellence in
Education National Summit. Nashville, TN (November 29, 2017).

“Educational Pluralism and the Problem of Culture.” University of Arkansas Department of
Education Reform 2017-18 Lecture Series. Fayetteville, AR (October 27, 2017).

“Pluralism and American Education: Book Talk and Signing.” Texas Public Policy Foundation.
Austin, TX (October 12, 2017).

“Research on School Culture.” Center for Transformative Teaching and Learning’s Science in
Action Day (July 26, 2017).

“Educational Pluralism and American Education,” Council on American Private Education’s
State Leaders Summit. Portland, OR (July 11, 2017).

“Managing Controversial Conversations in American Classrooms,” with Jonathan
Zimmerman, Neal McCluskey, and Elizabeth Worden. Moderated by Valerie Strauss of the
Washington Post. The Cato Institute. Washington, DC. (May 15, 2017).

“Change Lens: Pluralism.” 50CAN Staff Retreat. Washington, DC. (March 31, 2017).

“Educational Pluralism: Claims and Challenges,” Association of Baltimore Area Grantmakers.
(March 28, 2017).

Discussant with John Campbell and Karen Johnston, “The OECD Test for Schools: Gwinnett
County Public Schools on a Global Stage.” Alliance for Excellent Education. Washington,
D.C. (February 28, 2017).

Discussant with Clem Ukoama and Randy Willis, "The OECD Test for Schools: Global
Comparability and School and District Improvement in the United States.” Alliance for
Excellent Education. Washington, D.C. (January 31, 2017).

Discussant with Matthew Cregor, Gerard Robinson, and Hilary Shelton. “Do Charter Schools
Advance or Impede Civil Rights?” Johns Hopkins Institute for Education Policy. Baltimore,
MD (January 26, 2017).

"Educational Pluralism and Academic Achievement," Center for the Study of Law and Religion
at Emory Law School, Atlanta, GA (April 2014).

"Why Educational Philosophy Matters: Distinctively Christian Schools in the Public Square,"
Council on Educational Standards and Accountability, Annual Meeting. Chicago, IL
(October 2012).

"Revisiting American Education," Institute for Advanced Studies in Culture, Yale Club. New
York, NY (May 2011).

"Intentional Schools, Character, and Citizenship," The Mustard Seed School, Trustees Meeting.
Hoboken, NJ (March 2009).

"Educational Philosophy at Fulham: 1840-1950," Culham Foundation Board of Trustees
Meeting. Oxford, UK (May 2006).

"Educational Philosophy at Westminster College: 1850-1945," The Wesley Center at Oxford
Brookes University, Oxford, UK (April 2006).

"English and American Comparative Education,” Belmont Abbey College, Belmont Abbey,
North Carolina (October 2005).
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"Is English Education Secular?" University of Birmingham, Birmingham, UK. (October 2005).

"A Tale of Two Textbooks: John Gill and Percy Nunn Compared," Merton College, Oxford
University, Oxford, UK (September 2005).
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