
The need for effectively prepared, highly informed education policy leaders has never been 
greater. The Johns Hopkins online MS in Education Policy prepares students to engage as 
leaders in federal and state education departments; school districts, education management 
organizations, and independent schools, and nonprofit, advocacy, and research organizations.

Master of Science in Education – Education Policy

Johns Hopkins School of Education
Established in 2007, the Johns Hopkins School of Education has quickly taken its place as a 
national leader in education reform through research and teaching. Grounded in the Johns 
Hopkins tradition of research and innovation, SOE is ranked among the top graduate schools 
of education in the nation by U.S. News & World Report.

 § Online delivery with flexible, full-time or part-time enrollment options

 § Full-time option available to complete program in 15 months.

 § A high-demand credential backed by rigorous preparation 

 § Nationally recognized faculty experts dedicated to preparing policy leaders 

 § Small class sizes and individual attention of faculty instructors

 § A diverse, supportive cohort of colleagues from across the U.S. and around the world

 § Optional opportunity to join the Education Policy Fellows Program and receive ia merit 
program scholarship

The Johns Hopkins Advantage

This master’s degree program is focused on the changing landscape of education policy in 
the 21st century in the wake of No Child Left Behind. The field is looking for leaders with 
sophisticated skill sets who are able to understand complex federal and state statutes and 
regulations, to research and report on initiatives, to draft policy and regulatory language; to 
conduct financial analyses; and to possess a deep understanding of the inequities in education. 
They must then combine it all with a knowledge of the strongest educational models to shape 
effective, evidence-based education policies. 

This program comprises 11 or 12 three-credit courses delivered online, except for the first-
semester hybrid course: Introduction to Education Policy, which includes an in-person, five-day 
residency in Washington, D.C. Students can also opt to include a three-credit internship for an 
experiential learning opportunity.

Applicants who have not successfully completed a college-level introductory statistics course as 
part of their previous college coursework will be required to enroll in an Introduction to statistics 
course in the first term enrolled.

Program Description 



What kind of professional opportunities does this program prepare a 
graduate for? 

The program’s coursework and research training are grounded in the study of 
education, reform, and policy and prepares candidates to develop careers in 
school districts, state and federal departments of education, education policy 
research institutes, and education-related non-profit organizations.

How long will it take if I choose to take my courses in the program part-
time, 2 courses per term, if I am unable to enroll full-time? 

The one-year option, requiring full-time enrollment in fall and spring, is 
recommended. 

The part-time two-year option requires a student to be enrolled in at least 
two courses for all three semesters (i.e., summer, fall, and spring) in the first 
year. Students selecting this option will need to take the remaining courses 
in the second year as the courses are offered in rotation. The capstone may 
not be taken until all other coursework in the program has been successfully 
completed.

Note: Students selecting the two-year option who are applying for federal 
financial aid are strongly encouraged 

develop a course plan with a faculty advisor prior to the start of the program. 
(Note: For federal financial aid eligibility, candidates must enroll for at least 
4.5 credits [effectively, two courses or 6 credits] each semester.)

Frequently Asked Questions

Contact Us

Johns Hopkins University School of Education
Office of Admissions
2800 N. Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21218
Phone: (877) 548-7631
Email: soe-admissionsupport@jhu.edu 
Website: education.jhu.edu  
Twitter: @JHUEducation | Facebook: /JHUEducation
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All programs leading to certification at the Johns Hopkins School of 
Education are approved by the Maryland State Department of Education.

The Johns Hopkins University is an EO/AA employer committed to recruiting, 
supporting, and fostering a diverse community.

Master of Science in Education – Education Policy  

Credits 33-36 credits, see pre- or co-requisite requirement below

Start Term Summer

Delivery Online, low residency. This program is delivered in a hybrid format requiring attendance for five-days in 
Washington D.C. in the first semester (summer), after which all courses required in the program will be offered 
online.

Note: International Applicants and Visa Eligibility for Low Residency - Because of the structure of the Student 
and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS) which is designed only for traditional full-time residential 
programs, international students are not eligible to apply for an I-20 and F-1 study visa for the limited residency, 
Education Policy course offered in Washington D.C. summer term II.

If you hold a different type of non-immigrant visa, please contact the Johns Hopkins University Office of 
International Services at ois@jhu.edu to verify if you are eligible to participate in the in-person residency 
course. Arrangements will be made for international students residing outside the United States to participate 
in this course using a virtual platform.

Enrollment Options Full-time or part-time

Admission Deadline Please visit education.jhu.edu/admission, Admissions Deadlines and Requirements for deadline information.

Program Pre-/Co-Requisite A four-year bachelor’s degree by the time of their matriculation; a minimum cumulative grade point average 
(GPA) of 3.0 (on a 4.0 scale) in all previous undergraduate and graduate coursework. Applicants who have 
not successfully completed a college-level introductory statistics course as part of their previous college 
coursework will be required to enroll in an Introduction to statistics course in the first term enrolled.

 § For applicants who have completed an intro to statistics course with an earned grade of B or better in the 
past five years, enrolling in the program’s intro to stat course will be optional.

 § For applicants who have completed a stat course more than five years ago or who never completed an 
intro level stats course, the JHU Ed Policy Intro to Stats course is required.

Financial Aid Eligibility This program qualifies for federal financial aid. More information education.jhu.edu/financial

Scholarships A limited number of partial, need-based institutional scholarships are available for fall and spring semesters 
only. More more information and instructions education.jhu.edu/financial

Admissions Requirements A complete application consists of the following:

 § Online application form (completed and submitted)
 § $80.00 application fee – payable within the online system.
 § Résumé/CV – To be uploaded the online application form.
 § In addition to academic history and relevant work experience, please include any professional licenses 

currently held, internships, research or related experience.
 § Essay- To be uploaded to your online application form.An 800-word essay discussing the reasons you wish 

to pursue this degree program at Johns Hopkins School of Education focusing on your long-term goals 
and how your academic program will complement those goals

 § Three Letters of Recommendation: Applicants are required to submit three recommendations using the 
online application system.

 § Official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions attended. International Applicants and 
Internationally-Educated Applicants: please visit the International Student Admissions webpage for 
additional application requirements.
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