
Graduate Certificate in Urban Education
Online or Face to Face

Johns Hopkins School of Education
Established in 2007, the Johns Hopkins School of Education has quickly taken its place as a 
national leader in education reform through research and teaching. Grounded in the Johns 
Hopkins tradition of research and innovation, SOE is ranked among the top graduate schools 
of education in the nation by U.S. News & World Report.

This 18-credit certificate is designed to assist early-career certified teachers and other 
education professionals in understanding, valuing, and contributing to the rich tapestry 
of schools and communities in urban and urbanizing settings. The certificate prepares 
educational professionals to work in urban environments through a focus on building a 
deep understanding of urban residents; creating strong partnerships between schools, 
families, and communities; and developing the leadership skills necessary for leading 
change initiatives related to urban education. Students who wish to earn a master’s 
degree may pursue this certificate as part of the Master of Science in Educational Studies, 
Interdisciplinary Studies option.

The Johns Hopkins Advantage  
 § A high-demand credential backed by rigorous preparation  
 § Nationally recognized faculty experts dedicated to empowering future field leaders
 § Consistently ranked among the nation’s top graduate schools of education

Program Outcomes 
Students who complete the coursework will learn to:
 § Understand the interrelationships of race, class, and culture in urban classrooms
 § Communicate effectively within the school and parent community
 § Engage community resources to enhance learning experiences
 § Build leadership capacity within the school setting
 § Link school and classroom practices with systemic initiatives
 § Understand the implications of recent research about urban school reform

Required Courses
The certificate offers three different tracks: pedagogy, policy, or partnerships. Students in each 
track take the same three core courses:
 § 851.630 School, Family, and Community Collaboration for School Improvement I
 § 880.611 The Social Context of Urban Education
 § 880.613 Teaching, Learning and Leadership for Successful Urban Schools

Each track also includes two required courses related to their chosen specialization:

Pedagogy
 § 810.607 Culturally Responsive Teaching
 § 880.603 Educating the Whole Child: Teaching to the Developmental Needs of the 

Urban Child
Policy
 § 851.512 Politics of Education
 § 880.617 Urban School Reform

Partnerships
 § 880.617 Urban School Reform
 § 851.631 School, Family, and Community Collaboration for School Improvement II

Students also must choose one of the following research courses: 
 § 880.624 Evaluation and Research in Education
 § 881.611 Action Research for School Improvement



Graduate Certificate in Urban Education 

Credits 18 graduate credits; six courses

Delivery Online or In-Person

Enrollment Status Part-time

Start Term Summer, fall, and spring

Tuition and Fees Please visit education.jhu.edu/admission/tuition for more information.

Financial Aid Eligibility This program qualifies for federal financial aid. Please visit education.jhu.edu/financial for more information.

Scholarships Need-based; limited; partial

Admission Deadline Rolling admission. 

Admissions 
Requirements

Every applicant must complete an online application, plus:

 § Minimum 3.0 GPA in previous college-level coursework

 § Official transcripts from all previous post-secondary institutions attended

 § Two letters of recommendation

 § Essay

 § Resume

 § $80 application fee 

How can I combine this graduate certificate coursework to earn a 
master’s degree? 

The school offers the Master of Science in Educational Studies, 
Interdisciplinary Studies option, which allows students to combine 
one or two graduate certificates as part of the curriculum. Please 
visit education.jhu.edu for more information.  

Does this graduate certificate lead to any kind of recognized state 
certification?

This program does not lead to teacher or administrative certification. 
Students who complete the program will earn a graduate certificate 
for professional development and interest in urban education. 
Students interested in state teacher certification should explore 
our Master of Science in Special Education: Mild-to-Moderate 
Disabilities. 

How will this graduate certificate enhance my career in teaching?

Urban areas throughout the United States combine a rich 
diversity of race, ethnicity, language, culture, and class with high 
concentrations of poverty. This graduate certificate provides skills, 
training, and theoretical knowledge to classroom teachers working in 
urban areas to help transform learning outcomes in K-12 educational 
environments and form relationships with the communities. Program 
graduates hold positions as K-12 teachers as well as urban school 
and community leaders.

Frequently Asked Questions
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All programs leading to certification are approved by the Maryland State 
Department of Education. 

The Johns Hopkins University is an EO/AA employer committed to recruiting, 
supporting, and fostering a diverse community. 

Contact Us

Johns Hopkins University School of Education
2800 N. Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21218
Phone: (877) 548-7631
Email: soe-admissionsupport@jhu.edu 
Website: education.jhu.edu  
Twitter: @JHUEducation | Facebook: /JHUEducation

http://education.jhu.edu/admission/tuition
http://education.jhu.edu/financial

